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ABSTRACT 
 
The protected natural areas have a special beauty, manifested in terms of landscapes that delight 
the eye, but especially in the species of flora and fauna that populate them. However, not many of 
these areas are accessible to the general public. As a result, they are not known and appreciated at 
their true value. To make them known to all and to show the implications of thematic philately in the 
promotion of protected areas. This paper aims to discuss a series of significant philatelic features 
related to the Retezat National Park. The present study is based on an impressive series of stamps, 
first-day envelopes, occasional envelopes, and illustrated postcards, including maxima, which were 
collected, indexed, and analyzed in stages. Besides, both official pieces (made under the auspices 
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of the Romanian postal administration) and pieces made for private by entities or collectors are 
studied. It is thus recorded that the thematic philately is richly nuanced by pieces referring to the 
Retezat National Park, which implicitly leads to greater visibility of it among the population. 
 

 
Keywords: Biodiversity; natural heritage; Retezat; thematic philately; endangered species. 
 
1. INTRODUCTION 
 
Retezat National Park is a protected area of 
national interest, corresponding to IUCN 
category II. It is designated to protect and 
maintain in a favorable state of conservation the 
wild flora and fauna. The natural area is located 
in the southwestern extremity of Hunedoara 
county, Romania (see Fig. 1a) [1]. It is 
geographically delimited at the border with 
Caraş-Severin and Mehedinți counties, north of 
Domogled National Park - Valea Cernei, on the 
administrative territories of Pui, Râu de Mori, 
Sălașu de Sus, and Uricani (see Fig. 1b) [2]. 
Nearby the national road 66A connects the city of 
Petroșani with the national road 67D. 
 
Retezat is the most complex and grandiose 
mountain massif in all sectors of the Romanian 
Carpathians. Its originality consists in the 
existence of spectacular alpine ridges that 
exceed 2000 meters in height and a sculptural 
relief, in which the traces of two glaciations were 
imprinted, highlighting the existence of strong 
climatic modeling. Retezat National Park was 
established in 1935, at the initiative of Professor 
Alexandru Borza, founder of the Botanical 
Garden in Cluj-Napoca and world-renowned 
scientist Emil Racoviță. Currently, the park has 
the status of a protected natural area of national 

and international interest, being recognized as a 
Biosphere Reserve since 1979 [3]. 
 
Retezat National Park covers an area of 38,138 
ha in the Retezat-Godeanu Massif. Inside there 
are twenty peaks over 2000 m a.s.l and over 80 
glacial lakes, including Lake Bucura, the largest 
glacial lake in the country (Fig. 2) [1,3]. The park 
includes the Gemenele scientific reservation 
(1,630 ha). 
 
Since 1999, Retezat National Park has its own 
administration. Since 2004 the Retezat National 
Park has become a member of the PAN Parks 
Foundation, and since 2007 it is protected as a 
site proposal for the European ecological 
network Natura 2000, to conserve natural 
habitats and species of plants and wildlife of 
community interest (SCI site), as well as the 
protection and conservation of avifauna species 
(SPA site) [3]. 
 
The natural area has several types of natural 
habitats of community interest; thus [3]: Central 
European beech forests on calcareous 
substrates, Dacian beech forests, rubble and 
ravines, acidophilous spruce forests from the 
mountain to the alpine floor, alpine and boreal 
shrubs, meadows on silicate substrates from the 
mountain and sub-mountain areas, calcareous

 
  

(a) Positioning on the map of the area 
dedicated to the Retezat National Park [1] 

(b) Delimitation in the territory of the Retezat 
National Park [1] 

 
Fig. 1. Map of Retezat National Park (Romania) 
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Fig. 2. View of the main relief elements of the Retezat Mountains (Romania) 

 
meadows alpine and subalpine, boreal and 
alpine meadows on silicate substrates, mountain 
meadows, edging communities with high 
hygrophilous grasses from the plains and from 
the mountain to the alpine floor, mountain 
streams and herbaceous vegetation on their 
banks, transitional turbid swamps and shifting 
peat bogs, calcareous and calcareous debris 
from the mountain to the alpine floor, silicate 
debris from the mountain floor to the snow level, 
woody vegetation along mountain streams and 
silicate rocky slopes with casmophytic 
vegetation. 
 
Retezat presents a mountainous natural area 
with a diverse floristic and faunal range, 
expressed at the level of species and terrestrial 
ecosystems. It is home to almost 1,190 species 
of higher plants, 90 species of endemic taxa, 130 
rare or vulnerable plants, 50 species of 
mammals, 168 species of birds, nine species of 
reptiles, and five species of amphibians [3]. 
 
The flora of the national park consists of plant 
species distributed in layers, following the 
geological and geomorphological structure, the 
characteristics of altitude, soil, and climate. Trees 
and shrubs with coniferous species: Pine (Pinus), 
fir (Abies alba), larch (Larix decidua), lily (Pinus 
cembra), larch (Larix), yew (Taxus baccata), 
spruce (Picea abies), and deciduous trees with 
oak (Quercus petraea), oak (Quercus robur), 
beech (Fagus sylvatica), hornbeam (Carpinus 
betulus), maple (Acer pseudoplatanus), linden 
(Tilia cordata), ash (Fraxinus excelsior),                
elm (Ulmus glabra), maple (Acer       
platanoides), jugaster (Acer campestre), birch 

(Betula pendula), mountain alder (Alnus viridis), 
black alder (Alnus glutinosa), white willow (Salix 
alba). 
 
At the level of grasses, the floristic diversity is 
represented by numerous species and 
subspecies of plants, some of which are 
protected by law or endemic to this area of the 
country. Flowers and herbs of the species: 
Mountain peony (Rhododendron myrtifolium), 
edelweiss (Leontopodium alpinum), angelica 
(Angelica archangelica), yellow gentian 
(Gentiana lutea), mountain blueberry (Centaurea 
pinnatifida), carnation (Dianthus glacialis and 
Dianthus henteri), saffron (Crocus banaticus), 
orchids (with species of Pseudorchis albida, 
Pseudorchis frivaldii, and Dactylorhiza 
cordigera), forest lily (Lilium carniolicgin), 
mountain poppy (Papaver alpinum), mountain 
poplar (Pedicularis baumgartenii). 
 
The park's fauna is diverse and represented by 
several species of mammals, birds, fish, 
amphibians, and reptiles, some protected by law 
and on the IUCN red list. Mammals with species: 
Carpathian bear (Ursus arctos), wolf (Canis 
lupus), lynx (Lynx lynx), wild boar (Sus scrofa), 
chamois (Rupicapra rupicapra), deer (Cervus 
elaphus), wild cat (Felis silvestris), marten 
(Martes martes), fox (Vulpes vulpes), common 
bat (Myotis myotis), water bat (Myotis 
daubentonii), horseshoe bat (Rhinolophus 
ferrumequinum and Rhinolus hipposideros), the 
wide-eared bat (Barbastella barbastellus), the 
mouse-eared bat (Myotis blythii), the bushy-tailed 
parrot (Dryomys nitedula), the oak parsley 
(Eliomys quercinus), the hazelnut parrot 
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(Muscardinus avellanarius), woodpecker (Sorex 
araneus), mountain woodpecker (Sorex alpinus). 
 
Amphibians and reptiles: yellow-bellied ivory 
(Bombina variegata), green tree frog (Hyla 
arborea), red forest frog (Rana dalmatina), red 
mountain frog (Rana temporaria), salamander 
(Salamandra salamandra), mountain newt 
(Triturus alpestris), Transylvanian common newt 
(Triturus vulgaris), field lizard (Lacerta agilis), 
lizard (Lacerta viridis), hazel snake (Coronella 
austriaca), horned viper (Vipera ammodytes), 
blind snake (Anguis fragilis), snake (Natrix 
natrix), viper (Vipera berus). 
 
Birds with species: capercaillie (Tetrao 
urogallus), tundra partridge (Aegolius funereus), 
blue gull (Alcedo atthis), mountain eagle (Aquila 
chrysaetos), lesser spotted eagle (Aquila 
pomarina), rooster (Bonasa bonasia), black stork 
(Ciconia nigra), white-backed woodpecker 
(Dendrocopos leucotos), black woodpecker 
(Dryocopus martius), oak woodpecker 
(Dendrocopos medius), peregrine falcon (Falco 
peregrinus), coffin (Glaucidium passerinum), 
robin (Lanius collurio) or wasp (Pernis apivorus); 
protected species, listed in European Council 
Directive 147 of 30 November 2009 (regarding 
the conservation of wild birds). 
 
All these elements, related to relief, landscape, 
and biodiversity, are also captured in various 
philatelic materials. Their collection, indexing, 
and analysis is the main objective of this study. 
In addition to this aspect, it was also desired to 
disseminate the results of the parts in question, 
by their effective presentation, respectively by 
describing the characteristics they incorporate. 
 

2. MATERIALS AND METHODS 
 
The documentation for this paper started from 
our concerns for ecological education and 
environmental protection [4,5] and not least 
because we love the idea of a harmoniously 
developed community with care for protected 
areas [6-10]. Having at hand a series of 
extremely relevant studies at the national level, 
both in terms of the management of protected 
areas [11-15] and the philatelic issues published 
in catalogs and journals [16-18], we decided to 
extrapolate the respective approaches on the 
Retezat National Park (Romania). The subject of 
the study, in the form of a philatelic circuit of 
Retezat National Park, is based on the sites that 
host philatelic content. Platforms such as 
Allnumis, Colnect, Delcampe, eBay, Okazii, 

PicClick, and Stamp World, come in addition to 
discussion forums and online meetings with other 
collectors and passionate philatelists. 
 

3. RESULTS AND DISCUSSION 
 

The identified pieces, especially illustrated 
postcards overlooking the Retezat Mountains 
and maxims, according to the indexing 
methodology specific to sites and catalogs with 
philatelic content, were reproduced to exemplify 
the analysis performed. In this sense, area - 
specific aspects are presented in the Appendix, 
Fig. 11 [19-26], Fig. 12 [27-34], Fig. 13 [35-43], 
Fig. 14 [44-51], Fig. 15 [52-59] and Fig. 16 [60-
66]. 
 

As can be seen, in all the reproduced images, 
the emphasis is on the relief formations that are 
specific to the area. At the same time, the human 
factor is present in some places, precisely to 
show that it can have unrestricted access in 
certain areas. Whether we are talking about 
accommodation or just simply camping, the 
human factor can come into direct contact with 
the flora and fauna in the area. However, in the 
restricted area of the protected area, access is 
limited only to authorized personnel. 
 

Besides the special beauty of the relief, fully 
modeled, there is also the incursion of 
spontaneous vegetation, mainly of coniferous 
forests. Altitude is also another aspect 
highlighted in the illustrated postcards. The lofty 
peaks, as well as the mountain gaps, more or 
less covered by the vegetal carpet occupy a 
place of honor within many of the materials 
subject to the study. For the most part, these 
elements are captured in illustrated postcards 
from 1960-1980, when access to the area was 
not fully legally sanctified. Other also interesting 
pieces are the illustrated postcards from 1990-
2000, which this time are presented in the form 
of photo collages (see Appendix, Fig. 16). 
 

In a special form, illustrated collage postcards 
appeared (see Appendix, Fig. 16). These present 
aspects related to geology and geomorphology, 
zonal relief, or species of flora and fauna. In 
terms of image quality, as well as the quality of 
details, there is an improvement over the 
previous period. This time, the emphasis is on 
the beauty of biodiversity, not only on the relief. 
 

Changing the register a little, we discover in the 
same period, more precisally in 1985, 
preoccupations for the realization of some 
postage stamps. As such, the first philatelic issue 
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dedicated exclusively to the Retezat National 
Park appeared on August 29, 1985. The issue 
suggestively titled “The Semicentenary of the 

Retezat National Park” is based on six postage 
stamps (see Fig. 3a-f) [67,68] and a souvenir 
package as shown in Fig. 3g [69]. 

 
 

 

Fig. 3. Postage stamps and souvenir sheet of the philatelic issue "The Semicentenary of the 
Retezat National Park", 29.08.1985, Bucharest (Romania) 

 

 

 

Fig. 4. FDCs of the philatelic issue "The Semicentenary of the Retezat National Park", 
29.08.1985, Bucharest (Romania) 
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Postage stamps are fairly divided into species of 
flora and fauna. Thus, on the postage stamp with 
the nominal value of 50 bani is represented 
Senecio glaberimus, on the stamp of 2 lei 
Centaurea retezatensis, and the stamp of 3 lei 
Viola dacica. On the other three postage stamps 
in the series, we have Rupicapra rupicapra (1 
lei), Marmota marmota (4 lei) and Aquila 
chrysaetos (5 lei) [67,68]. On the souvenir-colitis 
is represented the image of a Lynx lynx, in the 
foreground, and in the background is sketched 
the protected area in question, over the profile of 
a typical map with all forms of relief [69]. 
 
Both the six pieces that make up the series, as 
well as the souvenir colitis, were used to make 
three envelopes on the first day of the issue. The 
first FDC is stamped with three pieces 
representing only the species of flora (see Fig. 
4a), the second only with the species of fauna 
(Fig. 4b) [70] and the last one with souvenir 
colitis (Fig. 4c) [71]. Their cancellation was made 
with a special stamp representing a corner 
flower. It is also noticeable that each envelope of 
this type has in its illustration a rooster and a 
mountain hen, positioned in front of branches 
specific to coniferous forests [72]. 
 
Regarding the maximum postcards, several sets 
were identified for the philatelic issue in question. 
Mainly for each postage stamp, maximums were 
found, except for stamps with values of 50 bani 
and 2 lei. Most pieces were identified for the 
stamp with a face value of 1 lei and at the 
opposite pole, only one piece for the stamp with 
a face value of 5 lei. 
 
At the beggining, we were dealing with a 
maximum postcard illustrating the chamois, 
dated 01.09.1985, stamped with the 
Sarmizegetusa P.O. postage mark stamp (see 
Fig. 5a) [73]. Along with this there is also a 
maximum postcard from the "Bucur" Philatelic 
Salon, 2nd edition - "Environmental Protection", 

03.-09.12.1985, Bucharest, illustrating two 
chamois (see Fig. 5b) [74], respectively a 
maximum postcard, with the same support as the 
first one, only as it bears the advertising stamp 
with the mention “Visit the PRO NATURA 
Philatelic Exhibition”, held between 13-
20.03.1985 in Mediaș (Fig. 5c) [75]. A last 
maximum postcard, on the same medium like the 
previous one, was identified for 30.11.1987, 
issued from Brazi P.O. (Fig. 5d) [76]. Next are 
three other maximum postcards, also with the 
chamois this time in landscape format. Issued on 
29.08.1985 (Fig. 5e) [77], 15.11.1985 (Fig. 5f) 
[78] and 11.06.1988 (Fig. 5g) [79], all three 
pieces illustrate the same image - a chamois 
grazing at the base of a slope covered in places 
by snow. 
 
Four maximum postcards with Viola dacica were 
identified on two different supports. The first 
three postcards dated 01.09.1985, Deva P.O. 
(Fig. 5h) [80], 01.09.1985, Gura Zlata P.O. (Fig. 
5i) [81] and with a blurred stamp (Fig. 5j) [82], 
illustrates the species in question with the sketch 
of the Retezat Mountains in the background. The 
last of the pieces with Viola dacica illustrates a 
bouquet of these flowers, over which was applied 
the special stamp with the mention "the first day 
of the issue, 29.08.1985, Deva" (Fig. 5k) [83]. 
 
Marmota marmota is not overlooked either. The 
three maximum postcards represent a 
groundhog as it feeds. The first two pieces bear 
the same stamp with the mention "Month of 
nature protection, 24.04.1988, Soveja", as shown 
in Fig. 5l [84] and Fig. 5m [85], while the last 
piece in the series bears the special stamp from 
the Philatelic Exhibition "NATURA 85", from 
19.10.1985, Timișoara (Fig. 5n) [86]. The last of 
the identified maximum postcard in the 
foreground Aquila chrysaetos, over which 
appears the special stamp from the Philatelic 
Exhibition "Semicentenary of Retezat National 
Park", 01.09.1985, Deva (Fig. 5o) [87]. 
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Fig. 5. Maximum postcards of the philatelic issue "The Semicentenary of the Retezat National 

Park" 
 

 

 
Fig. 6. Other philatelic pieces canceled with the stamp "first day of the issue", 29.08.1985, Deva 

(Romania) 
 
In addition to the maximum postcards and             
the envelopes bearing the mention "the                     
first day of the show" were identified some 
special envelopes made in private edition                 
(see Fig. 6a-b) [88,89]. As can be seen,         
they illustrate the Viola dacica and Marmota 
marmota. 
 

Other interesting philatelic pieces are the 
envelopes with correspondence address area, 
obliterated with the stamps of the Philatelic 
Exhibition dedicated to the Retezat National 
Park. The two pieces, reproduced in Fig. 7a 
(Senecio glaberimus) [90] and Fig. 7b (Rupicapra 
rupicapra) [91], capture in the semi-illustration 
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and the fixed postage stamp the same image as 
the associated stamps. 
 
On the occasion of the same event, the Philatelic 
Exhibition "Semicentenary of the Retezat 
National Park", an occasional envelope                
was issued (see Fig. 7c) [92], which shows 
Aquila chrysaetos in the left semi-illustration              
and has the associated postage stamp      
applied. 
 
In the chapter on circulating parts, only two were 
identified. The first of these is a special cover 
illustrating Rupicapra rupicapra, bearing the 
stamp from "Bucur" Philatelic Salon, 2nd edition - 
"Environmental Protection", 03-09.12.1985, 
Bucharest (Fig. 8a) [93]. The second piece is an 
envelope circulated "by plane", on the relation 
Bucharest (Romania) - Marmirolo (Italy), as can 
be seen in Fig. 8b [94]. 
 
Other pieces referring to Retezat National Park 
have been identified as follows: 
 

 The stamp with a face value of 3 lei, 
representing a chamois (Rupicapra 

rupicapra) in front of a landscape from the 
Retezat Mountains, from the philatelic 
issue entitled "Romania - A European 
Treasure", 16.09.2009, Bucharest (Fig. 9a 
& c) [95-97]; 

 The stamp with a face value of 12 lei, 
representing an eagle (Aquila chrysaetos) 
in front of another landscape from the 
Retezat Mountains, from the philatelic 
issue entitled "Romania - A European 
Treasure", 16.01.2019, Bucharest, as 
shown in Fig. 9b, Fig. 9e and Fig. 9f [98-
100]; 

 The stamp with a face value of 7 lei, 
representing a landscape from the Retezat 
National Park, from the philatelic issue 
entitled "Natural Reserves - Joint Issue 
with Gibraltar", 12.11.2019, Bucharest, as 
shown in Fig. 9c and Fig. 9g [101,102]. We 
also wrote about the latter philatelic issue 
[103], in a study about the collaboration of 
Romanian P.O. with foreign postal entities. 

 
Other pieces that also deserve to be mentioned 
in the context of the present study were indexed 
and reproduced in Fig. 10 [104-107]. 

 
 

 
Fig. 7. Philatelic pieces issued at the Philatelic Exhibition "The Semicentenary of the Retezat 

National Park", 01-09.09.1985, Deva (Romania) 
 

 

 
Fig. 8. Circulated pieces bearing the postage stamps of the philatelic issue "The 

Semicentenary of the Retezat National Park" 
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Fig. 9. Other philatelic pieces with direct reference to Retezat National Park (Romania) 
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Fig. 10. Other philatelic pieces, less known to the general public, with direct reference to 

Retezat National Park (Romania) 
 

4. CONCLUSION 
 
In the paper, we bring to the fore the area of 
Retezat National Park, both from an ecological 
point of view - by presenting the species of flora 
and fauna in the form of a short inventory, and a 
philatelic point of view. The latter perspective of 
the approach was achieved by analyzing, 
describing, and disseminating the main                  
pieces identified within philatelic content                       
e-commerce sites. We were impressed by                  
how over time the Romanian postal 
administration decided to promote protected 
natural areas, the pieces identified being of rare 
beauty. Especially those made in 2009 and     
2019. 

 
We were also deeply impressed by the 
unpublished maxims of the songs of the show 
"The Semicentenary of the Retezat National 
Park", although they are not spectacular in 
number. However, there are implications of 
philately in promoting biodiversity (in terms of 
circulating pieces, most species being either 
unique or endangered and protected by law) and 
the wonderful landscape (postcards illustrated in 
the Appendix section). 
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APPENDIX 
 

  

(a) Retezat Mountains, approx. 1909 
 

(b) Lake in Retezat, early 1950s 
 

  

(c) View of the Retezat Mountains, 1960s 
 

(d) View of the Retezat Mountains, 1960s 
 

  

(e) View of the Retezat Mountains, 1960s 
 

(f) View of the Retezat Mountains, 1960s 
 

  

(g) Retezat Mountains - Pietrile Valley, 1960 (h) Retezat Mountains - Zănoaga, 1960 
 

Fig. 11. Illustrated postcards overlooking the Retezat Mountains 
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(a) Zănoaga Lake, the first part of the '60s 
 

(b) Bucura Lake, the first part of the '60s 
 

  

(c) Retezat Mountains and Galeșul Basin, 
the first part of the '60s 

 

(d) Retezat Mountains and Tăul Negru, the 
first part of the '60s 

 
  

(e) Galeșul Lake, the first part of the '60s 
 

(f) Retezat Massif and Bucura Lake, 1960s 
 

  

(g) Retezat Mountains - Bucurei gate, 1960s (h) Towards the Bucurei gate, 1960-1962 
 

Fig. 12. Other illustrated postcards overlooking the Retezat Mountains 
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(a) View towards Retezat 
 

(b) Tăul Păpușa, 1968 
 

(c) View towards Retezat 
 

   

(d) Waterfall in Retezat 
 

(e) Bordul Tomei, 1964 
 

(f) Bucura Lake, 1961 
 

   

(g) View towards Retezat (h) Tăul Țapului, 1964 (i) View towards Retezat 
 

Fig. 13. Other illustrated postcards overlooking the Retezat Mountains 
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(a) View of the Retezat Mountains 
 

(b) Retezat Mountains - Iorgovanului Peak 
 

  

(c) Chalet in Retezat Mountains 
 

(d) Tăul Păpușa, the first part of the '60s 
 

  

(e) Chalet in Retezat Mountains 
 

(f) Galeșul Lake, 1965 
 

  

(g) Lake in the Retezat Mountains (h) Lake in the Retezat Mountains 
 

Fig. 14. Other illustrated postcards overlooking the Retezat Mountains 
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(a) “Gura Zlata” Chalet 
 

(b) Tăul Păpușa 
 

(c) Pietrele Peak and Lake 
 

   

(d) Zănoaga Lake, the first 
part of the '60s 

 

(e) Stânișoara Lake, the first 
part of the '60s 

 

(f) Edelweiss in the rocks of 
the Retezat Mountains 

 
   

(g) Bucurei plateau (h) Galeșului Valey, 1966 (i) Vârful Bucura, 1967 
 

Fig. 15. Other illustrated postcards overlooking the Retezat Mountains 
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(a) Photo collage from the Retezat, '70s-'80s 
 

(b) Photo collage from the Retezat, '70s-'80s 
 

  

(c) Photo collage from the Retezat, '70s-'80s 
 

(d) Collage. Hunedoara County, 1981. Images 
on the right, bottom: Gemenea Lake and 

Bucura Lake 
 

 

 

 

(e)-(g) Photo collage from the Retezat Mountains, the first part of the '90s 
 

Fig. 16. Illustrated collage postcards overlooking the Retezat Mountains 
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